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Good afternoon everybody,

My name is Awab Yagoub Anaw and I'm speaking from New York today. Earlier this year | graduated
from Fort Hamilton High School and I've just completed my first semester at Hunter College on the pre-
med track. Today I'll be speaking briefly on behalf of our graduating honorees. First I'd like to greet the
Umma group higher executive board and the advisory board and thank them for their kind celebration and
generous gifts towards our success. Even though I'm sure they don't have all the time in the world to do
this they still put in the time to remind us that they care about our education and academic achievement.
As one of the recipients | can definitely say that being rewarded by someone outside of my family,
especially unsolicited, goes a long way in reassuring me that I'm doing the right thing, and I'm sure that
the other honorees feel the same way. At the very least | believe the intention of the certificate is to give
us motivation, not only to maintain a high GPA but to become exceptional students and members of the
community. | think everybody knows how important it is for getting anywhere these days to educate
themselves, and I'm saying this more to the other honorees. It's not the only requirement but it makes
everything easier. In addition to this I'm sure you all know it's about representation, and parents are well
aware that how well their children do reflects on them to a certain extent. This can also be said of a
similar effect to the Umma group, who | think has it in their best interest for young Sudanese people to be
as highly educated as possible as soon as possible. So while it was a pleasant surprise, | do understand
that it's also a message that there are expectations for us to keep up with and do better than our peers as
I'm sure our Graduating honorees have and continue to do. Once again I'd like to thank [list higher
executive board members], to name just the executive board as well as the advisory board and honorees;
| hope you all enjoy the rest of the conference.”



